Persons who have been sanctioned pension on suo motu basis:


As a token of the nation’s gratitude to their invaluable contribution in the attainment of the goal of national independence, the Government has sanctioned pension, on suo motu basis, to 287 eminent freedom fighters whose contribution to the freedom movement has been well known but who had not applied for pension.  Such pension had been sanctioned on important occasions like Mahatama Gandhi’s birthday, Independence Day, Republic Day etc.

97 prominent freedom fighters were honoured with the Samman pension on suo motu basis with effect from 2.10.87, 36 with effect from 14.11.88, 137 with effect from 26.1.1991 and 17 with effect from different dates after 1991. List of these freedom fighters is given at Annexure 7.


Of the 287 freedom fighters, who have been sanctioned pension on suo motu basis, 18 declined to accept the offer, inter alia, for the following reasons:

(i) as a matter of principle;

(ii) participation in the historical struggle in itself being a reward;

(iii) honour being bestowed too late;

(iv) suffering undergone during the freedom struggle not being for any monetary or other consideration;

(v) people of the country themselves are giving them samman; and 

(vi) the need being to encourage the efforts to achieve a just, secular and non-violent society instead of freedom fighters being given any reward or award.


A list of these 18 persons is given at Annexure 8.

Note: the practice of granting Samman pension suo motu basis has since been discontinued. 

