Revision and liberalization of various provisions of the scheme.

Under the 1972 Scheme, it was necessary that except in the case of sufferings based on imprisonment, the applicants should produce documentary evidence from the official records in respect of their absconsion/ internment/ exterment/ loss of job/ confiscation and sale of property etc.   It was felt that with the passage of time, such records, including the jail records, had either been destroyed or were in torn condition.  The applicants who had suffered during the freedom struggle were finding it difficult to obtain such records from the jail/court/government agencies.  It was, therefore, decided to revise and liberalize the scheme so that in the event of non-availability of records, the applicants could produce some corroborative evidence in support of their claimed sufferings and were not denied the honour as freedom fighters.  It was also thought that since the freedom fighters’ pension was being granted more as a samman (honour) rather than in the form of any compensation in monetary terms, such an honour should be extended to all such persons who had suffered for at least for six months or who had to lose their civil or military job or whose property was confiscated and sold and who became permanently incapacitated because of lathi charge or firing in connection with their participation in the freedom struggle.  Accordingly, the scheme was revised, liberalized and renamed as “Swatantrata Sainik Samman Pension Scheme”. This revised scheme came into effect from 01.08.1980. A copy of the ‘Swantantrata Sainik Samman Pension Scheme 1980’ is at Annexure 2.
Under the “Swatantrata Sainik Samman Pension Scheme 1980” liberalization was contemplated as follows:

(a) The income limit of Rs.5000/- per annum under the Freedom Fighters’ Pension Scheme of 1972 was removed and pension was viewed as a token of Samman (honour);

(b) The minimum period of imprisonment was reduced from six months to three months for women freedom fighters and freedom fighters belonging to SC/STs;

(c) Under the 1972 Scheme, evidence from the official records was required to be furnished by the freedom fighters in support of their underground/ internment/externment sufferings.  Under the revised scheme, they could produce corroborative evidence in the form of Personal Knowledge Certificate (PKC) from the prominent freedom fighters with proven jail suffering of five years (later reduced only to two years) provided both the certifier and the freedom fighter belonged to the same district;

(d) Those who claimed pension on the basis of their imprisonment of six months or more could furnish, along with a certificate of non-availability of records from the jail authorities, two CPCs from prominent freedom fighters who had suffered at least one year in jail.  Only one CPC was required in case the certifier was a former or sitting legislator.

(e) The applications under the liberalized scheme could be submitted upto 31st March 1982.

