Periodical policy decisions regarding grant of pension


Ever since the inception of the scheme in 1972, a number of decisions have been taken with regard to recognition of certain movements /mutinies etc. for the purpose of pension, clarifications on various provisions of the scheme and further liberalization wherever necessary, clarifications regarding consideration of delayed claims, transfer of pension in the case of widows /other dependents etc.  Some of the important decisions which have a bearing on the implementation of the scheme are indicated below:

(1) In March 1973 it was decided that persons involved in heinous offences should not be considered for grant of pension (Circular No. 8/8/72-FF.II dated 23.2.83 is at Annexure 18).  

(2) In September 1973 it was decided that a certificate issued by the Police Station regarding period of imprisonment suffered by freedom fighters should not be relied upon for the purpose of granting pension.  Instead, a certificate issued by the District Magistrate/ Sub Divisional Magistrate, Jail Superintendent and Superintendent of Police should be accepted for this purpose. (Circular No.8/53/73-FF.II dated 17th September, 1973 is at Annexure 19).
(3) In October, 1973 it was decided that the Indian nationals residing abroad could also be considered for grant of pension provided they fulfilled the eligibility condition and agreed to draw pension in India (circular No.8/57/73-FF.II dated 22nd October, 1973 is at Annexure 20).
(4) In March 1974 it was decided that the contemporary items, printed material etc. should be given due weightage for deciding the claimed sufferings, after taking the veracity of such material/press notes into consideration (Circular No.3/40/73-FF.II dated 15th March, 1974 is at Annexure 21).
(5) In March 1974, it was decided that the following categories of freedom fighters should be considered eligible for grant of pension :

a. Freedom Fighters who were sentenced to imprisonment for six months or more and had undergone minimum imprisonment of five months, but were pre-maturely released due to Gandhi-Irwin Pact or other general amnesty orders.

b. Freedom Fighters who remained under-trial exceeding six months.

c. Freedom Fighters who were convicted by lower courts and suffered imprisonment for six months or more, even if they were acquitted by an appellate court provided it was not on tendering an apology or giving an undertaking. 

d. It was also decided that the following categories of freedom fighters would not be eligible for grant of pension :

(6) Persons who were dismissed / removed / resigned from service and later reinstated / re-employed and/or given benefits including arrears of pay and pension;  and

(7) persons whose property was confiscated or attached but later restored to them.

i. (Circular No. 8/1/74-FF(P) dated 6.6.74 is at Annexure 22).
(8) In July, 1974, following additional decisions were taken :

a. persons who were underground for more than six months and charges against whom were withdrawn subsequently should not be granted pension as a rule;

b. pension can be granted to eligible freedom fighters who are Indian citizens living abroad and who agree to draw pension in India; and 

c. benefits of the scheme should not be extended to new categories of relations of freedom fighters like widowed daughters.

d. (Circular No.8/1/74-FF(P) dated 9th July, 1974 is at Annexure 23).

(9) In August 1974 it was decided that remission of upto 30 days in a sentence of six months whether it be a normal, special, and/or state remission, should be taken into consideration for sanctioning the central pension (Circular No. 8/24/74-FF(P) dated 23rd August, 1974 is at Annexure 24).
(10) In March 1975 it was decided that release on bail would not disqualify freedom fighters from getting pension under the Freedom Fighters’ Pension Scheme provided they had suffered imprisonment for six months or more (Circular No. 8/8/75-FF(P) dated 13th March 1975 is at Annexure 25).
(11) In October 1976 it was decided that for the purpose of calculating the suffering of six months, absconence and imprisonment taken together should be taken into account (Circular No. 8/32/76-FF(P) dated 28th October 1976 is at Annexure 26).

(12) In December 1976 it was decided that Freedom Fighters who suffered imprisonment of six months but later gave evidence against other freedom fighters resulting in their conviction should not be granted pension as a freedom fighter (Circular No.8/39/76-FF(P) dated 24.12.76 is at Annexure 27).
(13) In Aug. 1977 it was decided that no central pension should be sanctioned in future except on the basis of the State Governments’ verification and recommendation (Circular No. 8/25/77-FF(P) dated 12.8.77 is at Annexure 28)
(14) In Sept. 1977 certain clarifications regarding the manner in which payment of pension to be paid to the legal heirs of the deceased freedom fighter were issued (Circular No. 8/49/75-FF(P) dated 29th September 1977 is at Annexure 29).
(15) In January 1981, it was decided that such of the unmarried daughters of the late freedom fighters who were adopted prior to the commencement of the Freedom Fighters Pension Scheme with effect from 15th August 1972, will also be eligible for the dependents pension. These instructions were modified in January 1984, it was decided that the adopted unmarried daughters of the late freedom fighters will also be eligible for usual dependent pension under the Swatantrata Sainik Samman Scheme irrespective of the date of adoption.{Circular No. 9/15/80-FF(P) dated 24th January 1981 and Circular No. 8/5/84-FF(P) dated 13th January 1984 are at Annexure 30).
(16) In February 1981, further instructions were issued regarding cancellation of pension, waiving off recovery in certain specified categories of cases and transfer of pension to eligible dependents after the death of freedom fighter pensioners (Circular No. 8/9/79-FF(P) dated 28th February 1981 is at Annexure 31).

(17) In April 1981, clarifications were issued regarding the nature and definition of underground sufferings, internment / externment.  It was, inter alia, clarified that voluntary absconsion does not qualify for pension (Circular No. 8/12/81-FF(P) dated 22.4.81 is at Annexure 32).
(18) In September, 1981 it was decided that benefit of remission of upto the minimum period of 15 days in a conviction of three months may be extended to the women and SC/ST freedom fighters for whom prescribed qualifying period of imprisonment / detention had been prescribed as three months (Circular No. 8/39/81-FF(P) dated 1.9.81 is at Annexure 33).
(19) In January 1982, it was clarified that relaxation in the period of suffering in case of women freedom fighters, and persons belonging to SC/ST is available only for the period of actual jail imprisonment, and is not applicable in cases of other types like underground sufferings / internment or externment etc. (Circular No. 8/62/81-FF(P) dated 22nd January, 1982 is at Annexure 34).
(20) In July 1982, guidelines were issued to the state governments clarifying that in cases where the freedom fighter leaves more than one widow, the widows should be treated as separate entities and full quantum of family pension should be allowed to them (Letter No. 8/16/81-FF(P) dated 28th July, 1982 is at Annexure 35). 
(21) In May 1984, guidelines regarding the procedure for acceptance of CPC were issued (Circular No. 8/4/80-FF(P) dated 5th May 1984 is at Annexure 36).

(22) In June 1984, instructions were issued that the PKC issued by the prominent freedom fighters should be accepted only after it has been ascertained that the certifier had actually undergone imprisonment for five years or more.  This period was reduced to two years (Circular No. 8/66/82-FF(P) dated 4th June, 1984 is at Annexure 37).
(23) In September 1984, it was decided that the surviving women members of the Rani Jhansi Regiment, who took up arms, suffered tremendous hardships and fought alongwith their comrades under the leadership of Netaji may be considered eligible for grant of pension in relaxation of the existing requirement of minimum sufferings of three months (Circular No. 8/35/84-FF(P) dated 27th September, 1984 sent to all the state governments is at Annexure 38).
(24) In Oct. 1987, it was decided that in case a person was sentenced for six months but was released on medical grounds prematurely, he may be treated eligible for grant of Samman Pension (Circular No.8/37/87-FF(P) dated 21st October, 1987 is at Annexure 39).
(25) In Sept. 1988, it was decided that in cases where the loss of Government job is for a prolonged period, say, more than two years and reinstatement does not include payment of salary and other benefits in the intervening period, such cases based on loss of job should be considered eligible for the purpose of grant of pension (No. 8/33/87-FF(P) dated 29.9.88 is at Annexure 40).
(26) In October 1990, detailed instructions were issued to the State Governments/Accountants General indicating the manner in which various types of sanctions were to be issued after the introduction of the system regarding payment of pension through banks w.e.f. 1.1.90.  It was inter alia, clarified that if a Freedom Fighter who had been sanctioned pension before 1.1.90 intended to switch over from the Treasury to bank for payment of pension, he could do so by making an application to the Treasury Officer in the prescribed proforma (Letter No.8/17/89-FF(P) dated 24th October 1990 addressed to all concerned is at Annexure 41).
(27) In April 1991, further clarifications were issued regarding the manner in which family/dependents pension is to be transferred in the name of eligible dependents (letter No.8/17/89-FF(P) dated 11.4.1991 is at Annexure 42).
(28) In May 1992, it was decided that in order to completely rule out the possibility of any fake claims of family pension after the death of the freedom fighters pensioners, the applicants may be asked to furnish an Affidavit along with the joint photograph (of his own and his/her spouse as well as unmarried daughters) before issue of formal sanction (circular dated 18th May, 1992 is at Annexure 43).
