Introduction of Freedom Fighters’ Pension Scheme

In 1969, the Government of India introduced a scheme known as the ‘Ex-Andaman Political Prisoners Pension Scheme’ to honour freedom fighters.  Pension was sanctioned to 285 such freedom fighters.  In 1972, on the eve of the 25th Anniversary of India’s Independence, a regular scheme called the “Freedom Fighters’ Pension Scheme” was introduced for granting pension to other categories of freedom fighters. This Scheme was liberalized and renamed as the “Swatantrata Sainik Samman Pension Scheme” with effect from August 1, 1980. Salient features of ‘Swatantrata Sainik Samman Pension Scheme, 1980’ are given below: 


The scheme sought to recognize the sacrifices made by the freedom fighters.  It honoured the sentiments, courage, heroism, nobility of character and lofty ideas of thousands of workers who had faced suffering, privation and even death in their attempt to wrest freedom from an alien power.  It was expected that such recognition of the sacrifices of freedom fighters would inspire the people in general and the youth in particular to follow their ideals and to work unitedly for making the country stronger than ever before.  

