Eligibility criteria and evidentiary requirements for grant of pension under the Swantantrata Sainik Samman Pension Scheme, 1980.
Eligibility Criteria  
All the persons who participated in the freedom movement in some way or the other not eligible for Samman Pension.  Only following category of freedom fighters are eligible:

(i) A person who had suffered minimum imprisonment of six months (3 months in case of women, SC/ST freedom fighters) on account of participation in freedom struggle subject to furnishing of specified evidences; 

(ii) A martyr is a person who died or who was killed in action or in detention or was awarded capital punishment due to participation in the freedom struggle of India.  Relevant documents from official records and newspapers of the relevant time are considered as evidences in such cases;

(iii) A person who on account of his participation in freedom struggle remain underground for more than six months provided he was (a) a proclaimed offender; or (b) one on whom an award for arrest was announced; or(c) one for whose detention order was issued but not served.

(iv) A person who on account of his participation in freedom struggle, was interned  in his home or externed from his district for a minimum period of 6 months subject to furnishing of order of internment or externment issued by competent authority;

(v) A person whose property was confiscated  or attached and sold due to participation in the freedom struggle subject to furnishing of orders of confiscation  and sale of property ( provided that the persons whose property was not restored are not eligible for Samman Pension) subject to furnishing of specified evidences;

(vi) A person who on account of his participation in freedom struggle, became permanently incapacitated during firing, lathi charge subject to furnishing of specified evidences;

(vii) A person who lost his job  for participation in freedom struggle is eligible subject to furnishing of orders of his dismissal or removal from service; and

(viii) A person who was awarded the punishment of 10 strokes of canning/flogging/whipping due to his participation in freedom struggle subject to furnishing of copies of orders passed by the competent authority from official record.

Evidentiary requirements in case of imprisonment suffering

A person who claims to have undergone jail suffering for a minimum period of six months (3 months in case of women, SC/ST freedom fighters) on account of participation in freedom struggle is eligible for grant of Samman pension subject to furnishing of the following evidence:-

Primary Evidence:  Imprisonment/detention certificate from the concerned jail authority, District Magistrate or the State Government indicating the period of sentence awarded, date of admission, date of release, facts of the case and reasons for release.

Secondary Evidence:- In case the records of the relevant period are not available, secondary evidence in the form of two co-prisoner certificates (CPCs) from freedom fighters who have proven jail suffering of minimum one year and who were with the applicant in the jail could be considered provided the State Government/Union Territory Administration concerned, after due verification of the claim and its genuineness, certifies that the documentary evidence from the official records in support of the claimed suffering are not available.  In case the certifier happens to be a sitting or ex.M.P./M.L.A., only one certificate instead of two is required.

Evidentiary requirements in case of underground suffering 


A person who on account of his/her participation in the freedom struggle remained underground for more than six months  is eligible for the grant of Samman pension provided he/she was:

(a) a proclaimed offender; or

(b) one on whom an award for arrest/on head was announced; or

(c) one for whose detention, order was issued but not served.




Voluntary underground suffering or self-exile for party work under the command of party leaders is not covered as eligible suffering for pension under the Scheme. The claim of underground suffering is considered subject to furnishing of the following evidence:

Primary evidence: Documentary evidence by way of Court’s/Government’s orders proclaiming the applicant as an absconder, announcing an award on his head or for his arrest or ordering his detention.  According to the Swatantrata Sainik Samman Pension Scheme, 1980, absconsion on issue of warrant of arrest is not an eligible suffering for grant of Samman pension, unless the same is followed by the order of proclaimed offender/or award for arrest/on head or detention order.

Secondary evidence:  In the absence of primary record-based evidence, a Non-availability of Records Certificate (NARC) from the concerned State Government/ Union territory Administration along with a Personal Knowledge Certificate (PKC) from a prominent freedom fighter who has proven jail suffering of a minimum two years and who happened to be from the same administrative district can be submitted as supporting evidence to the claim.

Non-availability of Records Certificate (NARC)

Where records of the relevant period are not available, a Non-availability of Records Certificate (NARC) from the concerned authority is a mandatory pre-requisite for secondary evidence.  The NARC should not be general or vague, but should conform to the instructions issued by the Government of India, Ministry of Home Affairs.  The instructions, inter-alia, require the State Governments to issue NARC only after due verification from all the sources.  The NARC is treated as valid only when it is furnished by the State Government in the following manner:-

“All concerned authorities of the State Government, who could have relevant records in respect of the claim of the applicant, have been consulted and it is confirmed that the official records of the relevant time are not available.”

Verification report and recommendation of the State Government

The claims for Central Samman pension can be considered by the Central Government only when these are duly verified and recommended by the State Governments/Union Territory Administrations concerned in accordance with the provisions of the Scheme.  As per the Scheme, the verification and recommendation report is mandatory in view of the fact that the documents and other evidence of the claims are in the possession of the State Governments/Union Territory Administrations concerned and not of the Central Government.  However, the Central Government has to take into account all documents/reports/evidence while taking a decision strictly in accordance with the eligibility criteria and evidentiary requirements of the Swatantrata Sainik Samman Pension Scheme, 1980.  A positive recommendation of the State Government is, therefore, not binding on the Central Government (if the claim does not satisfy the eligibility criteria and evidentiary requirements prescribed under the Central Scheme).
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