Basic Features Of Freedom Fighters’ Pension Scheme, 1972

The Freedom Fighters’ Pension Scheme which was introduced on 15th August, 1972, provided for grant of pension to living freedom fighters, their families, if they are no more alive, and to the families of martyrs.


The eligibility conditions for grant of pension under this scheme were:

(a) atleast six months’ imprisonment/abscondence/interment/ externment against an executive action;

(b) confiscation/attachment and sale of property because of participation in the freedom struggle;

(c) permanent incapacitation due to firing or lathi charge, because of participation in the freedom movement;

(d) loss of job, civil or military or means of livelihood for participation in the freedom movement;


It was necessary for persons claiming pension on grounds of imprisonment/detention, to produce either a jail certificate or, in the event of jail certificate not being available with the jail authorities, a co-prisoner certificate (CPC) from a legislator (sitting or former). 


Persons claiming pension on the basis of underground suffering, were required to produce documentary evidence by way of court /government orders declaring them as proclaimed offenders, announcement of reward on their heads or for their arrest or ordering their detention.  In the case of persons claiming pension on the basis of internment or externment, it was necessary to produce a copy of the order of internment or externment or any other corroborative documentary evidence.  Persons claiming pension on ground of loss of property or job were required to produce orders for confiscation and sale of property and / or orders of dismissal or removal from service because of their participation in the freedom movement.


As the scheme was meant for giving pension to freedom fighters who were in need of financial assistance, only such of the persons were eligible for pension whose annual income from all sources was below Rs.5000/-.  A copy of Freedom Fighters’ Scheme, 1972 is at Annexure 1.
